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WHTRRAXEE, VOL, 8 No. 1 oe oe ae ae BANK /BEB a1 987 


“Monthly Newsletter of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club. 
Whirrakee takes its name from the Whirrakee Wattle (Acacia williamsonii) 
which is virtually endemic to the Bendigo Region,.- 
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COVER PHOTO Painted Frog, Neobatrachus pictus. 

Photo hy Berry Vardy 

The Painted Frog may be heard calling after heavy summer rains, in the area 
north of Bendigo, and is one of eleven species of frog recorded for this area, 
in the article on Frogs of the Bendigo area, by Berry, Vardy, on Pp. 3-5. : 


Deadline for articles for the next issue will be Wednesday 11th February 1987. 
Contributions sent by post’ should be addressed to the Fditor at 7 Weatherall 
St., California Gully, 3556. 


(Typed contributions are preferred but if this is not possible, then please 
make every effort to use neat, legible Hae writing or printing, and EERE 
adequate margins. ) 


Articles from Whirrakee may. ‘be reproduced,. but permission should be sought 
from the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment piven to the 
author and the Club. 


All back numbers except Yol. 3(10) are available, at a cost of 50 cents each. 
Complete sets of Vols 1-2 and 4-6 can be sunplied at a cost of $5.00 per 
volume. (Postage is not included in the above prices.) 


Re 
~- EDITOR'S PAGE - 


There was insufficient material on hand when it came time to assemble this first 
issue for 1987, so opportunity has been taken to reproduce Berry Vardy's article 
on the frogs of the Bendigo area. This first appeared in the "B.F.N.C. Newsletter" 
of September 1978, but re-printing it now in Whirrakee will make the information 
available to a wider audience, including our many newer members who would not 
have seen the original article. Berry sunplied the photo of a Painted Frog which 
appears on the cover, 


I hone the death of material was just a seasonal problem due to people being on 
holidays, and not one of doubt about Whirrakee's future. We do need articles, © 
and short notes for future issues, as the supply has all but dried up, No one 
has yet come forward to offer to take over the editorial role, Perhaps I made 
it sound teo dauntinre, but that was certainly not the message I intended to 
convey. The Whirrakee Editorial Committee will be meeting with a sub-committee 
from the Club Committee to discuss the situation, but in the meantime, please 
forward articles to me as per usual, until other arrangements are announced, 


’ HHH KR H KR HK 
“hile home over the Christmas - New Year period, I became aware of fleeting 
visits by birds with unfamiliar calls (for our garden), although I felt sure 
thet they were (a) honeyeaters, and (h) a reasonably common species which I 
should have been able to put a name to. Eventually I caught a first g¢limpse 
of one of the (then) rather shy visitors, and thus made our first recording of 
Yellow-winged Honeyeaters. I know they have been seen in other Eaglehawk rardens 
in recent years, but this was the first time in nearly 14 years that they had 
favoured us with a visit. In the weeks since that first sirhtine, they have 
become much noisier and more confident, often coming close to the house, and 
seemingly not much worried by people or our dogs. I recently counted seven at 
one time feedine on the blossoms on our Bushy Yate, and they nay a lot of 
attention to our Grevilleas, especially G. Robyn Gordon. I hope they stay a 
while lonrer, as their noisy cheerfulness has added a lot of avian character 
to the parden. 


XH KKH HH HK 


4 fow weeks afo, we visited the Kyabram Fauna Park for the first time, and found 
it to be well worth the effort. The enclosures for their mammils, birds and 
reptiles are set in spacious pround, and are clean and well cared for, with 

some emus, kangaroos and wallabies free roaming with parts of the prounds. There 
is a walk throurh aviary, where you can talk to the cockatoos from their side 
of the wire, and a large finch aviary displaying nearly all of Australia's 
finch species. 


‘. recently ovened feature of the park is a large wooden observation tower over- 
lockinr shallow lakes and swamns, whose reservation as a fauna reserve several 
years afo was the berinnine of the fauna nark concept. Excent for the contruction 
of embankments for access and control of water levels, these wetlands are close 
to being in natural condition, and attract many species of wmter birds. The 
most interesting for me were the many Grass Whistle Ducks, which I was assured 
were there on a purely voluntary basis, although some supplementary feedinr 

is being given to encourage them and others, te regard the fauna park as a food 
place to live! Most of the Mappie Geese present are also free living birds, and 
they are breedine, We were delighted to see one family sroup, learning in the 
process that their downy roslinrs have red heads. Facilities at the park are 
being expanded, and froups such as ours will be able to arrange after hours 
access to the park to observe the water birds at dusk, at appropriate times 

of the year. - 


Friec Wilkinson, Editor. 


3. 


FROGS OF THE BENDIGO AREA a ee ; 
lahie JstemeneAy Weswitehp OW ENE ee 


Litoria raniformis - Green and Gold Bell Frog prom nth danceable: Asay lla Sees BE 
This is our largest frog. A specimen I collected from the bottom of a mine-shaft 
at Tarnagulla measured 110 mm in length. 

It breeds in summer and calls while floating in open water. The call is harsh 
and very loud. 

Found over much of central and western Victoria, it is active by day as well 

as by night and may sometimes be seen sunbaking in reeds and other vegetation. 
It is readily cannibalistic and should not be placed in a container with 
smaller: frogs; 

Litoria ewingii-. Brown Tree Fror pine t A 19 1 
Typical of the tree fro, L. ewingii has the flatterned dise pads on the fingers 
and toes. Its colour, which can change with atmospheric and habitat conditions, 
varies from light fawn to dark brown, Aap? deni ; 

This species is the smallest of our. tree frogs and can be easily distinguished . 
from the others by its colour, although it is very similar in appearance to two, 
other species which I have not found in our area. 

It breeds from autumn through to summer and after rains, calling from the ma 
water's edge, The froglets grow from about 12 mm'to a mature frog of about 50 mm. 
Bendigo appears to be its most northern limit, although it does extend into 

New South Wales along the coast. Fairly common about and south of Bendigo. I 
have not found this species in the Whipstick. 


Litoria peronii - Peron's Tree Frog 
NX moderately large tree frog growing to about 65 mm in length, It is generally 
a mottled grey colour with very small bright ereen spots, however, .these. frogs 
are able to change their colours quite rapidly. A distinguishing feature is the 
eye pupil’ which takes on the shape of a cross when contracted, 

Although. this frog is widespread in Victoria it does not appear to be common. 
This. species is present on my property at Maiden Gully, but I have not heard 
more than three calling at the one time. The calling is usually done from an 
elevated position of a tree or bush near the water. The call is a long, loud 
rattling sound which carries for a great distance. It has been described as 
being similar to that of a pneumatic drill. Summer is the breeding time. 


Limnodynastes dumerilii - Banjo Frog, Four Bob Frog 

is species is commoniy encountered while digging in the garden, for it is a 
burrowing frog, and likes to dig into the soft. soil. It is a rather stout frog 
with short limbs and a broad rovrd head and very round.eye pupils, Growing to a 
length of about 70 mm, it is our second largest frog. 
Found over most of Victoria, this frog is quite common about Bendigo and may be 
heard calling from September until May, generally after rain, Although, the call 
from a single specimen is a musical, banjo like "bonk", it is more usual to hear 
two or more frogs calling in sequence, where each frop calls:-at a slightly 
different pitch to the others. When only two are present, one calls and the 
second frog calls almost immediately afterwards fiving the effect of someone 
saying "four bob", 


FOOTNOTE: 


This article first appeared in the B.F.N.C. Newsletter for ‘September 1978," ~ 
pp.6-3, Feedback on additional locality records, or records of other species, 
would be appreciated. 


4. 
FROGS OF THE BENDIGO AREA continued 


Limodynastes tasmaniensis - Spotted Grass Frog 

A-common frog found over most of Victoria, particularity favouring flooded 
paddocks and low lying marshy areas, 

It is probably everyone's idea of a typical frog, being olive green to brown in 
colour with darker, regular shaped spots, hops on well developed legs, has a 
moderately sharp snout, the iris of the eye is golden, lays a foam encompassed 
egg mass that floats on top of the water and the male calls while floating in the 
water near emergent vegetation, ' 

The call around Bendigo sounds like a man striking with a little hammer, 
sometimes it is a short sharp "click" but on other occasions it consists of two 
or three rapid "clicks". In New South Wales the call is a series of sharp clicks 
similar to a machine gun firing, whereas to our south the call is the single 
Weistclcd. 

The breeding season runs from August until April. The eggs take about three 

days to hatch and the tadpole stage lasts fromabout three months. The frop grows 
o abbut 50 mn. ' 


Limnodynastes fletcheri - Long Thumbed Frog, Barking Frog 

his frog is very similar in appearance to the Spotted Grass Frog, but has a 
quite different call which sounds like a dog barking. 
The only record I have of this species in the Bendigo area is from near Raywood, 
although this frog is more common to our north west. Bendigo is probably the 
most southerly limit of its distribution, which extends right through the 
western and central parts of New South Wales and into southern Queensland, 


Geocrinia victoriana 

is is a small grey frog of up to 35 mm with patches of pink on the legs. 
When calling the male has a bright yellow throat. The call is quite distinctive 
being a "crack ...crack" followed by a series of musical "pip, pip, pip, Dip paren 


The large eggs are laid on the ground under moist vegation, and at hatching the 
tadpoles are at a fairly advanced stage. The brecding season lasts for about 
five weeks around March. 

These frogs are usually found south of the Great Dividing Range extending 
through east Gippsland into New South Wales. The only records I have, in the 
Bendigo district, are from near Metcalfe, found under rocks in damp areas. 


* Ranidella signifera - Common Eastern Froglet 

A. very common fron, found all over Victoria, that may be heard calling day and 
night and especially after rains. The male frogs call from the water's edge in 
the breeding season, which commences with the first heavy rains of autumn and 
continues throughout winter and into early summer when the calling times become 
more intermittent. The season may be extended if the environmental conditions 
are suitable, for example, many frogs may be heard calling right through summer 
in my garden, as it is kept well watered by an irrigation system, creating 
small nools of water. I find that this is the best time to tape the frog calls 
as there are not many calling at once, and an individual call is more easily 
discernable, 

This small frog comes in a great variety of colours ranging from fawn through 
brown and grey to almost black, Even the texture of the skin varies from 
specimen to specimen, it can he smooth, or with lots of small warts, or 
contain skin folds that run down the back, 

The call is similar to that noise made when winding up a large pocket watch. 


Ranidella parinsignifera 
Grane wean frog of about 30 mm which looks much like the Common Eastern 
Froglet, but which can be easily recognised by its call, which is a single scream 


of "geeeeek". 

Its habite are very similar to R.signifera, although it is not as widespread 
nor as common in Victoria. 

The small eggs are usually laid one at a time on the bottom of the pool. 


+ 5 se 
FROGS OF THE BENDIGO AREA AREA continued 


+ Neobatrachus pictus - spatted Burrowing Frog, Painted Frog, Meeowing Frog 
A smallish, roundish frog, growing to about-50 mm which is* usually - seen only ~ 
- after summer rains. The large round eyes have vertical pupils. 

Being a burrowing species it has a large shovel shaped appendage on each pack” 
leg, used for digging, Like most other burrowing frogs it digs into the ground 
backwards. 

Its colour ranges from brown through dark green to yellow, having darker 
irregular blotches and a pale stripe running along the top of the. back. 

I have encountered this frog in the Mallee, north of SEMEENCELE) and just north 
of Raywood. ae: 

On warm wet nights, the frogs crawl to the surface to feed and mate, The call 
is a long high pitched "meeow" and is made while floating in the water. “ 

The tadpoles can be guite large, measuring over 50 mm. - 


Pseudophryne bibronii - Brown Toadlet 
A small frog having a light to dark brown back.and the underside marbled. 


It may be found around the eastern outskirts of Bendigo in moist ground under 
stones and logs, Being capable of burrowing, it nes) dig long tunnels just — 
‘under the surface. 

These frogs are unusual in that they are earless and have lost the outer and 
part of the inner ear, but are still able to hear sounds. 

The large eggs are laid in moist carth and after developing to the hatching 
stage. go into a state of dormancy until heavy rains flood the area. 


Mt 


“* Since Berry's article appeared in 1978, this, and the following species, 
have been placed in the ORM Ranidella, rather than Crinia, 


‘+ This is the species illustrated on the cover. 
HX KERN HHH RHR KR ¥ 


EXCURSION SUNDAY 15th FEBRUARY 


ACTIVITY Canoeing, boating. 

VENUE Lake Eppalock 

MEET At Jack and Jean Ipsen's, "Lyal Glen", Eppalock - Redesdale road at 
10.00 am. How to get there: Leave Bendigo on the Eppalock road. 
Pass by the Brolga Hotel, Lake Epnalock and Twin Rivers Road. 
"Lyal Glen" is on the corner of Mangans Lane and the main road, one 
kilometre before you cross the Coliban River. Approx. 40 ton from Bendigo. 


BRING _ Morning tea, aiimes and. aftopnoon tea. Bathers, towels, binoculars 
canoes, kayaks etc. There will be a Limited numher of spare places in 
other peoples hoats. 


PROGRAM’ After morning tea at Ipsen's (bring your own), we will drive to the 

-peninsula between the Colithan and Campaspe Rivers. We will have a look 
at the’ piece-of public land at the end of the peninsula, about which 
the Committee of Management has requested our help in compiling a list 
of indigenous flora with which to revegetate it. Jack Ipsen has done 
some work in this regard. Boats will be launched at the caravan park 
(or further up the arm of the lake), and.we will travel. about 5 km up 
the, arm to where the Campa spe River enters Lake Eppalock, (If you do 
not want to canoe so far, you do not have to.) On returning we will 
have tea by the lake, e 


NOTE If you have a small boat with an outboard motor, this can be brought 
on the excursion, 


6, 
IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
py Tom Patullo 


AN EXPERIMENT IN CULTIVATING PTEROSTYLIS BISETA 


When we first moved to Maiden Gully some eleven years ago, we were pleased to find 


two seferate groups of the terrestial orchid, Pterostylis biseta growing on our 
property, both groups being in fairly close proximity to our house. 


As Autum came round, year after year, I would be watching for the emergence of 
the well known rosettes, and as the year progressed, watching their development 
into mature flowering plants by mid-November, 


Of late years I have noted, with increasing concern, the deterioration, in 
numbers, of these two groups of fairly rare orchids, Originally, one group 
consisted of seven plants, and the other of five plants. Due mainly, I think, 
to attacks by chewing creatures, caterpillars etc., they were decreasing in 
numbers. 


This year, in the five plant group, only three rosettes appeared in the autum, 

but by spring there was no sign of any plant at all, while with the seven froup, 
although five rosettes appeared early, they were reduced to three by the time 

the flowering stem appeared. A short time later one of these was eaten completely. 
I beleive that, when the upper structure of this orchid is destroyed so early 

in its life cycle, the plant is unable to produce a new tuber, so necessary for 
next years growth. 


Karly this year, after reading a book published by the Australian Native Orchid 
Society (Victorian group) entitled, "The Cultivation of Australian Native Orchids", 
I became very interested, and indeed, because it was a subject dear to my heart, 
very soon became involved in growing orchids, and this is why I decided to 
experiment with the propogation of Pterostylis biseta, with the aim of saving 

the two groups of this orchid from complete extinction. 


My attempt, up to now, has been a success. The plant under cultivation grew to 
twenty five inches high and produced nine flowers, and three of these blooms 
produced full seed capsules. However my hoped for success will not be complete, 
until I can cultivate young plants from these seeds. The successful growing of 
the orchid, up to now, was achieved by employing the following procedure, which 
wss initiated on the tenth of May last, just after the rosette appeared above 
the ground. My first task was to prepare the basic mix recommended for the 
cultivation of terrestial orchids. 


I carefully lifted the young orchid and replanted it in a five inch plastic 

pot, using the said basic mix, so that the small rosette was just resting nicely 
on the surface, Right from the outset of the exercise, it became apparent that 
the replanted orchid was thriving in the sheltered conditions of the shadehouse, 
and the basic mixture in the pot. The increased rate of growth, as compared with 
the plant that was still in its natural habitat, was evidence of that. 

This advantage continued and, indeed, increased as the potted plant continued 

to show robust growth, At eight weeks after repotting, the rosette had grown 

to four inches across, and the bud stem appeared rising from the centre. 
Fventually, at twenty seven weeks, the first flower opened, and the flower 

spike had grown to fifteen inches tall. 


Now thit the orchid was in flower, I realised that pollination must be achieved 
to obtain viable seed, so necessary if I was to have any chance of achieving 

my purpose of increasing the number of plants. Normally, Pterostylis biseta is 
one of the orchids that does not increase vegatively, that is, by tuber 
duplication, It will only produce one new tuber each year to replace the old 
one. Therefore it can only increase by seed distribution, 


7. 
IN A NATIVE GARDEN continued 


‘There is a method of increasing the number of plants by one every year, known as 
the Tuber Removal method, but as this entails plant mutilation, I was not 
prepared to try it when I had only one plant to experiment with. 


So back to the pollination of the flowers. At first’ I thought of giving the 
plant a chance to become pollinated naturally, so every day the pot was taken 
out and placed alongside the plant still in its natural habitat, which 
incidentally was also in flower, semis ts: 


After some three weeks of the above procedure I had had no apparent result, 
(normally, when an orchid flower has been pollinated, it will fold up, and ina 
few days the ovaries will begin to swell) I decided that I would have to 
attempt artificial cross pollination. 


Cross pollination, is when pollen is taken from the flower of another plant of 
the same species, and placed on the stigma of the flower to be pollinated. 
This cross pollination is advisable to impart increased vitality to the young 
seedlings, a 


Farlier, I had successfully cross pollinated a Sun Orchid. This was a comparatively 
easy task, but was not so easy with Pterostylis biseta, with its intensely 
irritable labellum, which would snap up at the slightest tremor of the flower, 

and the extremely deep hood which encased the pollina of the donor flower and 

the stigma of the receptor flower, 


The task, however, was eventually completed successfully, and in due course. . 
there were three full seed capsules as proof. This seed will be gathered when 
ripe, stored and labelled. In April it will be planted in the same pot and 

mix as the parent plant. On the result of this procedure, will rest the complete 
success, or otherwise, of the experiment, — 


Some observations and comparisons 


Commared to the plant left in its mtural conditions the plant growing in 
controlled conditions achieved more vigorous, robust growth. Over a period of. 
thirty four weeks the comparison was :- 


Natural Plant height, thirteen inches - 5 flowers, 

Potted Plant height, twenty five inches, 9 flowers, but in spite of the 
erence in vigor of the two plants, the first flowers on each, opened on. 

the same day, the seventeenth of November, 5 : 


Another comparison was, the absence of damage from chewing creatures on the 
cultivated specimen, while the natural plant suffered severely from these... . 
predators, Se 

As the flowers of the two specimens developed, a subtle difference was noticed. 
The thin extensions on the lateral sepals on the potted plant were’ crossed. 
This feature continued.on, right through all the flowers that later developed - 
on this plant, while the extensions on the lateral sepals on the natural plant 
were quite parallel, : ely 

A further observation was made. The flowers‘on the cultivated plant were quite 
dark, almost black, while on the natural plant, they were a distinct reddish. 
colour, Perhaps this is the answer to a long running discussion among local 
naturalists as to whether there are two colour forms of Pterostylis biseta. 
The flower colour would appear té be influenced by conditions under which 

they grow, The two different colour specimens mder observation came from the 
same group, and were growing within inches of each other, before one was 
removed for the experiment. ; 


8. 


A YEAR ON THE PLAINS GAO: SERENE AY 

Some natural history. abservations from the Fast Loddon area in 1986, by Tony Ford. 
January ; bai erg Bir 
Black Box (E,largiflorens) in flower east of Dingee. 
Long-necked Tortoise on the move - probably to lay eggs. 
Pelicans, Ibis and Wedge-tailed Eagles soaring on MASH St 
February 

Tatham's (Japanese) Snipe departed to breed in Japan. 
Mud wasps busily building nests 
Goanna. on the move. ° 
March 
Grey Box trees flowering profusely. C 
Swallows and Swifts in crazy flight before approaching storms. 
Big flocks of Weebly Zebra finches, White-fronted Chats, Magpies. . 
April . 
After the break; beautiful clear nights; halo around the moon, 
Mushrooms, 
Ants hard at work cleaning out nests after the rain. 
Vay 
Tong stringy cobwebs across the ground; ingeote busy. 
Sloughed skin of a snake; skinks and geckos still active. 
Owl pellets (insects) and droppings near a favourite perch. 
June 
No rain; frosts; bright orange sunsets on clear, crisp evenings. 
Huge flocks of galahs at dawn. 
Water. rats cavorting maj stically in the remaining water. 
July 
KR fox hounding away in brilliant new winter coat. 
Tang Tang swamp filled up again after heavy rain; water birds abound. 
Creeks rising and feying en customary. soe. 
August 
An echidna in Alf's senede 
Wattles in flower. 
Swamps and wetlands alive again. 


September 7 ae 
Farthworms everywhere in the garden. 


Profusion of growth in the fine spring ae ner 

Masked Lapwings and Willie Wagtails calling on clear, moonlit nights. 
October |. 

Family of Australian Shelduck ducklings walking in line. 

Emperor gum moths attracted to outside lights. 

Small frog hunting insects on the Boag Viaeetenig 

November 

New growth on the Sugar Gums. 

Billy Buttons in flower on the Diggora and Serpentine/Echuca roads. 
Galah 'creches' full to overflowing. 

December 

Yellow box and red gums in flower. 

Swooped by Welcome Swallows. 

Beetles eating new growth on eucalypt saplings, 


(Tony Ford, Serpentine Road, DINGEE. 3571. (054) 36 8308 ) 


BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 


Nov. and Dec, 1986 B.0.G. meetings. 


Highlights - two White-throated Warblers south-east of Sutton Grange. 


- a number of sightings of Budgeryrahs, 


Summer migrants 


The most exciting of the summer migrant sightings is that of two separate male 
White-throated Warbler, seen during November at 'Coliban Park! between Sutton 
Grange and Metcalfe. One of this species was seen there last year. The White- 
throated Warbler migrates south into Victoria to nest, but is rarely: found this: 
far inland. 


The Painted Honeyeater has also arrived, and one was heard calling loudly on 
the edge of the Strath Forest. Large numbers were seen in the Killawarra — 
Forest in North-east Victoria in late September, 


It has long been known that wild Budgies visit Victoria in the warmer months, 
and it has recently been demonstrated that this desert wanderer is in fact a 
repular migrant throughout its range, Every few years an incursion of some. 
magnitude occurs in our district, the last being in 1983/4. This year its on 
again to some extent, with sightings of six at Strathficldsaye, six at 
Redesdale and twelve:near St. Aidens. 


Town birds 


Birds: of note seen’ around Bendigo during the last month or so were:- 

Tree Sparrow, Greenfinch, Port Lincoln Parrot, Peregrine Falcon and a possibly 
nesting Red-rumped Parrot, The Red-rumped Parrot was seen inspecting a hollow 
in a Glaret Ash near the centre of the city, but apparently did not nest there, 
as subsequent checks failed to yield further sightings. 


Tree Sparrows and Greenfinches are both introduced birds that are not so 
frequently seen, and the Tree Sparrow in particular is always worth reporting.’ 


Port Lincoln Parrots have been seen on quite a number of occasions in the 
eastern suburbs of Bendigo, and is known to have nested there, This parrot is 
not native to this area, hailing from West and South Australia. 


Other birds 


The most important sighting in this category is the Grey-crowned Babbler, seen 
near the Eppalock School in November. It is good to know that there are still 
a few of this much-diminished bird left in the district. 


Other interesting sightings were Whistling Kites and Wedge-tailed Eagles nesting 
near Metcalfe. Diamond Firetails were seen on the Loddon River at Glenluce. 


Waterbirds reported at Mandurang were one male Chestnut Teal, one Black-tailed 
Native Hen and one female Musk Duck. Musk Ducks are usually seen on deep 
reservoirs with permanent water. They are weak fliers and rarely move out to 
farm dams. For some time a pair of Musk Duck have been resident on Kennington 
Reservoir, but of late only the male bird has been seen, 


A group of 6 White-browed Babblers were reported to he doing well at Lyal Glen. 
These birds moved out in 1959 after their nesting site was disturbed. Due to 
the horticultural efforts of the property owner, they returned in 1984 and are 
again nesting in close proximity to their previous domain. 


From N.S.“. we have a number of reports. In one area near Wagga five species 

of parrots were seen:- Red-rumps, Fastern Rosellas, Mallee Ringnecks, Bluebonnets 
and the Superb Parrot. One of Australie's rarer parrots, the Superb was also 

seen near Mathoura. A pair of Banded Landrails were seen in long roadside frass 
near Finley. Whilst assisting a biologist studying the species, four Plains 
“anderers were seen near Wanganella. The observer was impressed by the secretive 
behaviour of these grassland birds. It is hoped that the biologist, David 
RBaker-gabb, will speak to the Bird Observers Group about this bird sometime 
during 1987, 
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W.V.FLN.C.A. clubs are to be circularised about mining activities in 
forest areas. 


A meeting has been held with P. Milne to state the Club's priorities for 
land purchases in the Whipstick. 


Further enquiries are to be made through the Ministry of Education in an 
endeavour to find a computer/printer system compatible with the software 


‘prepared for the Natural History Bibliography. 


Strathfieldsaye Shire engineer is to be made aware of the presence of 
boneseed at the White Hills Tip. 


The Club has received an invitation to attend an exchange of ideas day with 
the Friends of the Forest Group at Lockwood. 


Permission has been piven to Stefan Kaiser of C.F. and L., to use data. . 
from our mammal survey of the Warby Ranges. We have requested information 
on his findings. 


‘V.F.N.C.A. March long weekend meeting will he based at Inverloch. 


Nomination passed - Mr. H.Metz of Marone. 
The Club projector is to be housed in the library at the Diagnostic Centre, 


A Sub-Committee has been formed to meet with the Whirrakee Fditorial 
Committee to discuss the future of Whirrakee. 


CS eS 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.O. Box 306, Bendigo 3550 


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1986-198'7 


PRESIDENT Reb Moors Mendurang South Rd.,2.S.D.Sedewick 39 6254 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D. Raywood 36 9226 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Watkins Marnie Rd., Kennington 43 4891 
SECRETARY Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom 48 4396 
ASSISTANT SECRETAPY Rob Watkins Mernie Rd., Kennington ~ 43-4891 
TREASURER Helene Boon Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER ° Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 36 9226 
EXCURSION /SYLLABUS John Lindner Burns St., Axedale ; 39 7308 
ORGANISER 

LIBRARTAN Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd., R.S.D.Sedewick 39 6254 
EDITOR Eric Wilkinson: 7 Weatherall St., Cal.Gully, 46 8736 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE Graham Hill (42 4016); Bill Holsworth (43 4063) 


Membership of the Bendiro Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested 
in natural history. The membership subscription rates are: Single $12.00, 
Family $16.00, Pensioner and Children %7.00. Whirrakee subscription only $12.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the Conference 
scooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom, Meetings atart at de: 
7.30 p.m., and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting ‘is held~in. September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 
Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendieo, unless otherwise ‘specified, 

Full day excursions normally commence at 10.00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday), 
Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the weekend followirn 
the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in a year, usually , 
co-inciding with long weekends or holiday neriods. 


The B.F.N.C. has five sub-froups:- 


The BIRD OBSERVE2S GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Acricul ture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. a canvesei cine, bh 
President: Harvey Rich, 5% Dundas Rd., Maryborourh 61 1698, 

Secretary: Nancy Stone, 3 Brodie St., Bendigo 43 7993 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Thurs.of the month at 7,30 Dem. at the 
Biology Lab., Applied Setence 1 Building, B.C.A.E. (unless otherwise announced). 
Convenor: Graham Hill (42 4016) - 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "as required" hasis, As far .as practicable, 
meetings de SW e advertised in the "Whirrakee" diary. 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo 43 7673, 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of the month, at 7.30 pm. 
in member's homes ag announced in the monthly Diary. 

President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 

Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP meets on the first Sunday in the month, 

from 2.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m., at the Education Department Special Services 

Complex, Havlin St., Bendigo. Groun Activities are open to the 8-18 years 

age proup, together with their younger brothers and sisters, if accompanied 

by parents. (Parents will be needed for help with transportation on excursions, ) 

Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., White HIlls 48 4396 ey. ae 
Tan Fenselau, Buckland St., White HIlls 48 4384 
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MEETINGS 


Wed, Feb.11 Holiday reminiscences -~ members slide night, 
Please bring your slides. A few interesting slides shown in- 
5-10 minute segments by 2 number of people should make for; a 
varied and interesting evening. eck, 


Wed.Mar.11 _, Details to be announced. | f 
EXCURSIONS , 
Sun.Feb.15. . Canoeing and boating on Lake Eppalock. 


’. Full details on page 5, 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri.March 6,. 7.30 pom. Dept. of ‘Agriculture Epsom. 
Speaker: Mr.John Robinson - "Bird Impressions of Coliban Park". 
Bird of the Night - Noisy Miner 


BOTANY .GROUP 


Thurs.Feb.26 7.30 p.m, Jack Kellam's home, 7 Patrick St., Bendigo. 
; Topic: Aquatic | Plants. 


MAMMAL, SURVEY GROUP 
Thurs.Feb,19 7.30 p.m. Graham Hill's home, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square. 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS 


Sun. March 1 Mr Don Franklin and Me Joost Brouwer from the "Bird Observers 
Group" will guide the Juniors on a tour of "Meadow Farm" 
severare lagoons. Binoculars needed, 


COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wed.Feb.25 «© &,00 p.m. .at Peter Ellis's home, 27 Rerinald St., Bendigo ~ 
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